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                              Appalachian Bear Rescue 
 

Type: Rehabilitation Center- black bears 
Location: Townsend, Tennessee   
Website link: appalachianbearrescue.org 
Mission: ABR cares for orphaned and injured black bear cubs for return to their 
natural wild habitat; increases public awareness about coexisting with black 
bears; and studies all aspects of returning cubs to the wild.  
How the mission statement relates to education: “Our part as K-8 educators is 
public awareness and teaching children. We live in bear country, all of the 
Smoky Mountains is bear country, but yet it is very populated with humans. So it 
is very important to teach people how to get along, how to react, the dos and 
don'ts of appropriate behavior when you live in bear country. We hope by 
reaching children at an early age, we will be able to educate the next 
generation.” - Kathy Sherrard, Leader of K-8 Education Committee  
 

Be a Junior Curator for ABR  
 
Key words: Classroom, elementary, role-playing, place-based, rehabilitation 
process, cooperative learning, black bears  
Description: A one-hour long, active, place-based lesson that utilizes role-playing 
and cooperative learning to engage elementary students in the process of 
admitting a black bear into the Appalachian Bear Rescue rehabilitation center.  
 
Goals/ Objectives: Analyze data, work collaboratively, gain a greater 
appreciation for black bears  
Standards: Tennessee State Life Science and Math Standards 
Content: Social skills, collaboration, ABR rehabilitation process, biology  
Educational practices: Active learning, cooperative learning, role-playing 
Educational theory/ philosophy: place-based education, constructivism  
Assessment: Student intake report  
Setting: Classroom, need ample space, 20 students or less 
Length: 1 hour  
Staff needed: About 5 volunteers  
Age level: 3rd- 5th grade, requires higher level thinking, students need to be 
able to fill out a form as well as use imagination  
Ambassador animals: N/A 
Materials: Stuffed bears, costumes, report form, pretend vet supplies  
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Sequence of activities:  
1. Introduce the organization- students watch a video that explains what an 

ABR curator does, introduces some of the language used in the report 
form and different steps of assessing an incoming cub.   

2. Divide students into 4 groups, and one volunteer/ staff per group  
3. Each group is in charge of a “bear cub” (stuffed bear animal). They are 

all different sizes, this represents different age cubs/ yearlings from under 
5lbs to 30lbs 

4. Each group will receive a list of steps and a report form for assessing the 
incoming bear  

5. Assign students roles:  University of Tennessee vet (1), wildlife officer(1), and 
junior curators (2-3)  

a. The students wear costumes: lab coat for the vet, brown shirt with 
patch for wildlife officers, and ARB t-shirt for curators  

6. Students follow the report form and analyze the cub (using their 
imagination)  

a. Wildlife Officer- tells the story of the cub (bear #, age, history)  
b. Vet- assesses bear’s condition: check for broken bones, 

dehydration, parasites, etc. 
c. Junior Curators- record weight and length, and develop treatment 

plan  
7. At the end each group gives their report/ treatment plan and what they 

learned about the bear  
 
 
 
 
 
 


