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Teton Raptor Center 

 
Type: Raptor rehabilitation, education and research   
Location: Wilson, Wyoming  
Website link: tetonraptorcenter.org 
Mission: The Teton Raptor Center advances raptor conservation through 
education, research, and rehabilitation.  
How the mission statement relates to education:  
“We’re trying to draw emotional connections to the environment through the 
stories of the rehab patients.” Becky Collier, Senior Avian Educator  
 

Progressive Learning Programs  
 
Key words: Outreach, Progressive learning, Community partnerships, Raptors, 
Stewardship, Sense of place/ Place-based education 
Description: The goal of progressive learning plans (PLP) is to partner with local 
schools and learning centers to be part of a student's’ education throughout 
their K-12 experience. PLPs can be conducted through multiple sessions within a 
year or semester and continue throughout elementary, middle and high school. 
PLP’s reinforce content, understanding, involvement, and connection to the 
community.  
 
Goals/ Objectives: A sense of place, active involvement with community 
projects, progressive learning, and community involvement and connection to 
TRC  
Standards: Can be adapted to teacher’s needs 
Content: Habitat, adaptations, natural history - content can vary  
Educational practices: Live animal demonstrations, place-based education, art, 
community project, active learning  
Educational theory/ philosophy: Place-based education, progressive learning   
Assessment: Feedback/ surveys from teachers, pre and post tests for older 
students  
Setting: Off-site- classroom, on-site  
Length: 4 programs, 30 mins - 1 hour  
Staff needed: Educator and classroom teacher 
Age level: Progressive learning programs can be adapted to any age or 
community groups 
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Ambassador animals: Falcon off-site, golden eagle on-site  
Materials: Dependent on program- craft supplies, paper, habitat poster with 
stick-on animals  
 
Sequence of activities:  
Progressive Learning Program in collaboration with the Children’s Learning 
Center 
Age group:  4-5 year olds  
 
1st visit: 30 mins 

1. Start off getting to know children- Ice breaker: what’s your favorite 
animal?  

2. Talk about parts of a bird- what makes a bird a bird?  
3. Children build their own bird out of clay and used feathers 

 
2nd visit: 45 mins 

1. What is a habitat and how do critters adapt to their habitat? 
a. Each class involved in the PLP will learn about a different 

habitat 
2. Each class gets a poster of their habitat (desert, sagebrush, forest, 

etc.) and ten animals that live in that habitat (animals cut outs stick 
onto the poster, 5 birds and 5 non-birds)  

3. Create an action for each animal (a badger digs, a snake slithers, 
etc.) children practice their actions to help them remember 
characteristics of the animals 

4. Bring in an ambassador falcon and review parts of a bird from last 
week’s session 

a. Application: what habitat would the falcon live in?  
 
Materials to leave with teachers:  Mini poster and mini animals, cheat sheet, fast- 
fact habitat sheet to use for post visit implementation in the classroom which will 
help reinforce content and incorporate lesson into curriculum.   
  
Teacher incorporation: Art teacher will make diorama with the students of the 
habitat that the class focused on. The student’s clay birds will live in the diorama 
habitat.  
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3rd visit: 45 mins 

1. Talk about niche and how each animal has a niche in their habitat  
2. Each student will make a book about their birds  

a. “menu page”- page with all the types of food that their 
animal is going to eat 

b. “day in the life” – students decide when the animal 
hunts/forages: diurnal or nocturnal  

4th visit: 1 hour  
1. Class visits to the Teton Raptor Center 

a. Learn about rehabilitation and the Teton Raptor Center 
b. Meet the resident golden eagle  
c. Learn about poo poo project- TRC’s community project to 

put screens over vault toilets so raptors don’t try to nest (the 
students have been raising money for the poo poo project in 
their classroom) 

d. Students place their handprints on huge poster of and outline 
of vault toilet- emphasis on community involvement and 
stewardship. Students can “make their mark” on the 
community  

 
 


