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The Center for Birds of Prey – Avian Conservation Center 
 
Type: Medical Care, Oil spill response, Research, Captive Propagation and 
Education- Raptors, wading birds and shorebirds 
Location: Awendaw, South Carolina  
Website link: thecenterforbirdsofprey.org 
Mission: To Identify and address vital environmental issues through medical care, 
research and education with birds of prey, shorebirds and wading birds.  
How the mission statement relates to education:  
“We understand that birds make an excellent teaching tool whether you're 
teaching about bird biology, or whether you're teaching about wildlife-human 
interaction or the role of contaminants in the environment, birds are a 
charismatic role model and an excellent environmental indicator.” Stephen 
Schabel, Director of Education  

 
 

Free Flight Demonstrations  
 
Key words:  Raptors, Wow-factor, Free-flight, Experiential, Conservation, Place-
based education  
Description: The raptor free flight demonstrations provide a “wow-factor” that 
surprises and captivates the audience while they learn about conservation, 
adaptations and natural history. Watching a raptor in free flight has a way of 
shocking the audience and providing a platform for species appreciation, 
understanding and an unforgettable learning experience.  
 
Goals/ Objectives: Learn that birds are important, exciting, and fun; learn that 
birds are indicator species, they can tell us about what’s happening in the 
environment; learn that humans have actions that affect the environment. 
 
Standards: Can adapt program to meet teacher’s needs 
South Carolina Science Standards 
Standard 2.L.5:  
The student will demonstrate an understanding of how the structures of animals  
help them survive and grow in their environments. 
Standard 3.L.5:  
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The student will demonstrate an understanding of how the characteristics and  
changes in environments and habitats affect the diversity of organisms 
Standard 4.L.5:  
The student will demonstrate an understanding of how the structural  
characteristics and traits of plants and animals allow them to survive, grow, and 
reproduce.  
Standard 5.E.3:  
The student will demonstrate an understanding of how natural processes and  
human activities affect the features of Earth’s landforms and oceans. 
Standard 5.P.5:  
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the factors that affect the 
motion  
of an object.  
Standard 6.L.4:  
The student will demonstrate an understanding of how scientists classify  
organisms and how the structures, processes, behaviors, and adaptations of 
animals allow them to survive.  
 
Content: Natural history of the species, conservation, behavior, raptor training  
Educational practices: Live demonstrations, use of specimens, citizen science  
Educational theory/ philosophy: Place-based education  
Assessment: Informal feedback, teacher surveys  
Setting: On-site, off-site  
Length: 45 mins 
Staff needed: Educator/ handler  
Age level: All ages  
Ambassador animals: 4 different raptors  
Materials: Specimens  
 
Sequence of activities:  
4 different birds used in the demonstration. 30 different birds that can be used 
for Free Flight Programs  

1. Harris’s Hawk free demonstrations  
a. Unique species adaptations that are used in flight- audience can 

see the birds in their natural flight patterns  
b. Mock rabbit hunt- participant pulls a lure on a line (a stuffed animal 

bunny with meat) and the hawks will swoop down and catch the 
lure. Participants get to see up close how a hawk hunts and gets 
attention of audience 
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c. Talk about human caused impacts to hawks and 
conservation of species  

2. Owl free flight demonstrations  
a. Owls will fly over audience and they can experience how silent they 

are in flight 
b. Unique species adaptations- silent flight and hearing 
c. Personal stories of education birds  

3. Falcon free flight  
a. Mock bird hunt with trainer swinging lure  
b. Species natural history and conservation  

4. Yellow-billed Kite free flight  
a. Throw food to approximate insects into the air and the kite will 

catch them- awe factor  
b. Citizen Science program: talk about a similar species, the Swallow-

tailed Kite, which is on the decline in the United States. Tell 
audience that if they see a Swallow-tailed Kite they can report it on 
the website so organization can collect data and report population 
numbers. The Swallow-tailed kite is a very distinguishable bird and 
hard to misidentify.  

5. Open to questions- audience / teachers can direct the conversation to 
their interests  

a. Pass around specimens to engage the audience in further 
discovery  

 
 
 
 
 
 


