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                                   The Center for Wildlife  
 

Type: Rehabilitation- birds, reptiles, small mammals  
Location: Cape Neddick, Maine 
Website link: thecenterforwildlife.org 
Mission: To build a sustainable future for wildlife in our community through 
medical treatment, rehabilitation, educational outreach, research, and 
conservation activities.  
How the mission statement relates to education:  
“The medical side of our mission and the education side of our mission go hand-
in-hand and complete a full circle” Sarah Kern, Education and Outreach 
Coordinator  
 

Raptors, Reptiles & Mammals  
 
Key words: Ambassador animals, adaptations, place-based learning, raptors, 
reptiles, mammals, specimens 
Description: The Raptor, Reptile & Mammal program uses live animals to engage 
the audience in learning about local wildlife and the differences between these 
animals, addressing misconceptions and making connections to human impact 
on wildlife.  
 
Goals/ Objectives: To connect people to their actions and the animals, 
understanding of local wildlife  
Standards: National Standards- can be adapted to teacher’s needs  
Content: Differences between these raptors, reptiles and mammals, 
adaptations, biology, natural history, personal history of the animal  
Educational practices: Use of specimens, critical thinking   
Educational theory/ philosophy: Place-based education  
Assessment: surveys, informal feedback, correspondence 
Setting: On-site, off-site  
Length: 1 Hour  
Staff needed: Educator  
Age level: Preschool and elementary  
Ambassador animals: Raptor, reptile and mammal  
Materials: specimens- skulls, pelts, bones, pellets, etc.  
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Sequence of activities:  
1. Introduction to the center and mission, rehabilitation programs help to 

compensate for human impact  
2. Raptors 

a. Ambassador raptor- individual raptors personal story  
b. Types of local raptors, natural history and adaptations, nocturnal vs. 

diurnal, address misconceptions - “Owls cannot turn their head all 
the way around, but they can’t roll their eyes like you can” - make 
connections to audience  

3. Reptiles  
a. Ambassador reptile: snake (king or corn) or turtle (paint or box) - 

species natural selection, adaptations of that species, and 
individual reptiles’ personal story  

b. Types of local reptiles, what does it mean to be cold blooded, 
address misconceptions- why are snakes perceived as evil? Not all 
snakes are poisonous  

4. Mammals  
a. Ask class, can anyone name a mammal? “We have a lot of 

mammals in this room!” Make connections to humans and 
mammals- mammals are parents too and raise their kids just like 
humans.  

b. Ambassador mammal: opossum, porcupine or squirrel- species 
natural selection and individual mammals’ personal story  

c. Talk about how a lot of mammals that people may not like 
(opossums and bats) actually do a lot for our ecosystem. Opossums 
are our natural janitors and bats help to eat the insects that you 
may find annoying, like mosquitos.  

5. Participants can engage with specimens (skins, skulls, etc.)  
a. Apply learned knowledge and critical thinking through inquiry- “feel 

the bottom of the talons of an osprey vs. a raptor... are their feet 
different? Why?” Osprey talons are rough- what do they eat? They 
eat fish, fish are slippery, the rough talons help them grip the fish.  

 
 
 
 


