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            Wolf Hollow Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
 
Type: Wildlife Rehabilitation- birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles 
Location: Friday Harbor, Washington  
Website link: wolfhollowwildlife.org 
Mission: To promote the wellbeing of wildlife and their habitats through 
rehabilitation of injured and orphaned wildlife, public education and non-
invasive research. 
How the mission statement relates to education: “The education is in some ways 
preventative. If people understand more about how their activities can impact 
wildlife then perhaps they will take measures to reduce the numbers of animals 
that need care. It’s a combination of just wanting people to be aware of local 
wildlife, understand them and have empathy for them, and to reduce human 
impact. In that way, we look at education as an essential part of the work we 
do.” - Shona Aitken, Education Coordinator  
 

What is Fur For? 
 
Key words: Classroom, Fur, Adaptations, Experiential, Place-based, Inquiry, All 
ages  
Description: This is a hands-on activity that engages participants’ senses to learn 
about local wildlife and their adaptations through a discovery of terrestrial and 
aquatic furs. A possible extension of this activity includes an inquiry project to 
test fur insulation.  
 
Goals/ Objectives: Becoming familiar with local wild mammals, understanding 
the difference between aquatic and terrestrial mammals, creating empathy 
towards wildlife 
 Standards: Can be adjusted to teacher’s needs 
Content: Local wildlife, adaptations for aquatic and terrestrial animals, human 
impact, scientific process  
Educational practices: Active learning, use of specimens  
Educational theory/ philosophy: Place-based education, experiential education  
Assessment: Depending on age groups, students can draw pictures or write 
stories as reflection. If working with a teacher, pre and post tests- beforehand  
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write what they know in one color, then after the activity they use a 
different color to add what they learned.  
Setting: Classroom  
Length: 1 hour  
Staff needed: Educator  
Age level: All ages- program can be adapted for audience  
Ambassador animals: N/A 
Materials: Collection of local mammal pelts, photos of each type of mammal, 
name labels for each animal, WATER and LAND signs. For insulation experiment: 
jars of water, thermometers and recording sheets. (and string or clips to keep 
furs wrapped around jars) 
 
Sequence of activities:  

1. Students think about what fur does for mammals and share ideas – 
camouflage, insulation, waterproofing, protection from thorns, twigs etc. 

2. Students feel the fur with their eyes closed, using their sense of touch to 
feel the different textures  

3. Students apply words to describe the different textures and share their 
observations. 

4. Students see the furs and talk about the differences between aquatic and 
terrestrial mammals  

a. Provide examples of aquatic and terrestrial furs 
5. Students feel the furs again with this in mind 
6. Students will divide the pelts into what they think are terrestrial and 

aquatic  
7. Show photographs of the animals that match the pelts  
8. Students match the fur with the photograph and name of the mammals  

a. Talk about how the different furs help the animals in their different 
habitats- camouflage, warmth 

 
Insulation Experiment- can be added depending on audience  

1. Students make an educated guess on which of the furs would be the 
warmest  

2. Students design an experiment to test their hypothesis with available 
materials 

a. Depending on age of the audience, help to guide them into 
developing an experiment, “Here are the materials we have 
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available, how could we test your hypothesis? How are you going 
to collect the data? How are we going to control for variables?” 
(e.g. All jars the same, all thermometers the same, all filled with 
water at the same time and temperature. Having a control with no 
fur wrap.) 

3. Experiment: Choose 5 or 6 pelts, wrap pelts around jars and secure in 
place. Fill jars with water, record temperature immediately, then collect/ 
record the temperature every 5 minutes until the temperature remains 
unchanged for 10 minutes. 

4. Guide students through analyzing their results and forming a conclusion  
a. Was your hypothesis correct? Why do you think this animal’s fur is 

the warmest?  
 
 


